[The role of nitrogen and phosphorus in pollution of animal origin].
Despite some variability in the data, the author has been able to establish the average characteristics of animal wastes, and to formulate an overall view of nitrogen and phosphorus wastes originating from livestock, in order to compare them with other wastes. Nitrogen is originally present mainly in the form of dissolved ammonia, whereas phosphorus is present in inorganic particles. Ammonium nitrogen is toxic for the aquatic fauna and, in favourable conditions, can be oxidised into nitrates and nitrites, which are undesirable constituents, capable of affecting the health of consumers. Phosphorus and nitrogen compounds in excess of the requirements for soil fertilisation are responsible, among other things, for degrading the quality of surface water, leading to eutrophication.